
GLASCAIRN COMMUNITY PROJECT

A new Village Square for Culbokie
Following on from the two public consultation events in October 2014 the design 
illustrated here brings together the community facilities that are most popular and 
most viable, and arranges them around a bright and welcoming space to create a 
proper centre to the village. Trees and planting cover well over one third of the site.
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The Glascairn Community Project 

is funded by:

Covered 
space

Land drainage and planting
Drainage swale formed along 
east edge of the site to control 
surface water and reduce pluvial 
flood risk. Alder and Willow 
planted along edge of drainage 
swale to assist in ground water 
control.

Shelter belt planted to south 
of new community buildings 
and row of trees planted along 
north edge of site and behind 
cafe (Sessile Oak, Ash, Elder) 
to provide shelter and reinforce 
sense of the village square. Wild 
Cherry planted behind cafe and 
along edge of main road for 
beauty of blosson in late spring. 

Grassed areas sown with native 
wildflower mix.

All landscaping designed to 
naturally attenuate rainwater 
and increase biodiversity.

Hard landscaping
Porous paving laid between 
shop, new community buildings 
and new pavement to create a 
single, consistent, attractive and 
practical surface for all sorts of 
uses. Porous surface reduces risk 
of flooding. Exact proportion of 
paving and soft landscaping to 
be finalised with the community.

Roads and access
Existing junction between 
Glascairn Road and Cocked Hat 
Court redesigned to improve 
safety and increase visual 
attractiveness. New common 
access to the community site 
and adjacent housing site 
created from Glascairn Road. 
This also provides access to the 
new parking.

Shop

New landscaping designed to 
include the shop as part of the 
new village square. Space to 
south and east of shop offers 
room for future expansion

Cafe

Community owned and run cafe could 
be used to promote and sell local 
produce, offer cookery classes, support 
local food growing initiatives. Cafe 
faces directly towards square and road 
to maximise visual connection

Community Enterprise Building

Flexible, affordable space for local 
businesses, healthcare services, or 
even for small retail outlets or office 
space, depending on demand. Space 
to south for future expansion if 
required

Sheltered housing

Bright, warm, well-designed housing 
to suit the precise size needed and 
demand that exists in Culbokie. Trees 
offer a degree of privacy from square 
and road without affecting solar gains

Covered space could be a lightweight fabric 
canopy...

...or a beautifully designed timber post and beam 
structure

Traditional, energy efficient housing built from 
high quality Scottish materials

Bright, welcoming and sustainable community 
buildings offering shelter and helping to create a 
buzz in the centre of Culbokie

Parking 
New public parking created at 
the north end of the site, with 
access at both ends. This could 
serve the shop and the Inn as 
well as any new community 
facilities. Additional parking 
provided along the east side 
of the site for the community 
buildings and sheltered housing.

New buildings
All new buildings single 
storey, rectangular in plan and 
with pitched roofs to reflect 
predominant local character.

All new buildings well insulated, 
draughtproof, compact form 
and high performance glazing 
to reduce running costs.

Covered external space 
designed as a very simple but 
robust timber structure with 
partially glazed roof to let in 
plenty of daylight throughout 
the year. Space can be used 
independently of other new 
buidlings for community events, 
fairs, markets and festivals. Can 
also be used as a bus shelter!

Detailed design of all new 
buildings to be developed 
through future consultations.
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Ground at back of shop 
re-landscaped to provide 
additional parking. Existing 
tree protected and retained
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Cocked Hat Court  (B9169)

Junction and landscaping 
improved in front of existing 
shop to create attractive 
space that feels part of the 
new village centre

New public parking at 
north end of site for 
community buildings, 
shop, Inn, visitors to 
Culbokie

New public space in front of new buildings, 
with covered shelter and glazed perimeter 
walkway. Single porous paving material 
used to create ‘shared space’ between new 
buildings and shop - helps creates sense of a 
civic space

Arrangement of new 
buildings and covered space 
form semi-enclosed public 
space

Future access to 
housing site

Parking

Space to extend 
community enterprise 
building in the future
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Drainage ‘swale’ along east edge 
of site to control surface water 
and reduce risk of pluvial flooding

Row of new deciduous trees to provide 
shelter to new village square and create 
‘soft’ separation between community 
buildings and future sheltered housing 
development

New pavement and 
soft landscaping strip 
along edge of site

Planted green strip 
alongside main road 
continues public realm

Prevailing wind

Aerial View and images of how the project could look

Parking

ParkingParking

Covered 
walkways
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Positive features
• Creates a formal village centre, 

surrounded by new community-use 
buildings

• Central open space can be used 
for a huge variety of community 
events throughout the year

• Space for new buildings to extend 
if necessary

• Layout allows for phased 
construction in a variety of ways as 
funds are raised

• Covered walkway provides some 
shelter for poor weather

• Soft landscaping and porous paving  
reduce flood risk

✓

Community 
Enterprise 
Building

Future access to housing site

• Total site: approx 5,200sq.m

• Planted space: 2,200sq.m (42%)

• Permeable paving: 1,800sq.m (35%)

• Parking and roads: 700sq.m (13%)

• Permanent buildings: 500sq.m (10%)

• Covered space: 250sq,m (5%)


